The Edinburgh International
Encyclopaedia of Psychoanalysis

General Editor:
Ross M. Skelton, Trinity College, Dublin

Editorial Board:
Bernard Burgoyne (I.ondon)
James Grotstein (Los Angeles)
Murray Stein (Chicago)
Cleo van Velsen (I.ondon)

Consultant Editors:
Lewis Aaron, Howard Bacal, June Bernstein, Ron Britton, Morris Eagle, John
Muller, Malcolm Pines, Eric Rayner, Paul Roazen, William Richardson,
Andrew Samuels, Robert Wallerstein

Executive Editors:
Joe Aguayo, Shelley Ahanati, Betty Cannon, Rebecca Curtis, Elinor Fairbairn
Birtles, Kirsty Hall, Jennifer Johns, Rik Loose, Maria Rhode, David Scharff,
Robert Stolorow, Richard Tuch, Jane van Buren, Aleksandra Wagner

Edinburgh University Press



MELTZER, DONALD (1922-) has been a key, if
controversial figure within post-Kleinian
thinking, particularly in proposing a ‘concrete’
inner world. Born in the USA on 14 August
1922, Meltzer came to psychoanalysis through
interests in internal medicine gained during
training at Yaleand Jew York University. After
practice in St LLouis, an initial analysis and par-
ticipation in the Chicago Institute’s satellite
study-group, Meltzer came to London where
he trained at the Institute of Psychoanalysis
(1954-7). Analysed by *Klein (with whom he
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continued until her death in 1960) and super-
vised by *Segal and Rosenfeld, Meltzer then
completed child analytic training over the next
two years. *Bick’s supervision during that
latter period profoundly impressed him, her
influence deepening when he began working
with her at the Tavistock Clinic. He resigned
from the British Society in 1984.

Meltzer’s numerous contributions stem
from his early focus on the internal situation,
phantasies and curiosity which significantly
motivate emotional life. Mapping this internal
geography led Meltzer to emphasise the inher-
ent intrusiveness of pathological projective
identification, processes he linked with anality
and anal masturbation. Intrusive identification
1s thus an insidious entry into the inside of the
internal maternal object, motivated by fear and
wishes to control. Having perversely entered
the object, the subject becomes prone to iden-
tity confusion, ‘geographical confusions’ and
claustrophobic states within what Meltzer
terms the claustrum. Inherent in this geogra-
phy is the notion of a multi-dimensional space,
which may be containing or confining, entered
intrusively, by consent or invitation, and by
concrete or imaginative means. In autism,
Meltzer highlighted the two dimensional
nature of the subject’s internal world wherein
contact, as Bick hypothesised, is through adhe-
sive identification. More recently, Meltzer has
emphasised the aesthetic dimension, aesthetic
conflict emanating from appreciation of the
object and respect for its privacy in the face of
phantasies of usurpation.
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